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County Counsel March 5, 2014 frD]))

(213) 633-0901

TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparatio

FROM: PATRICK A. WU -
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Cynthia Y. Torres, et al. v. County of L.os Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 469 841

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los-Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda. :
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Board Agenda
MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Cynthia Y. Torres, et al. v. County of Los Angeles,

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 469 841, in the amount of $1,500,000
plus assumption of the Medi-Cal lien in the estimated amount of $36,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Health Services' budget.

This medical negligence lawsuit alleges that the care provided by staff at the
LAC+USC Medical Center was negligent and contributed to injuries to a mother
and her newborn. _ :
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CASE SUMMARY .

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

HOA.1031344.1

| Cynthia Y. Torres, et al. v. County

of Los Angeles, et al.

BC 469841

Los Angeles Superior Court -
Central District

September 19, 2011

Department of Health Services

'$1,500,000, plus assumption of

the Medi-Cal lien in the estimated

“ amount of $36,000

Levik Yarian

- Yarian & Patatanyan, LLP

Narbeh Bagdasarian

On September 29, 2010, Cynthia
Torres, a pregnant female,
presented to LAC+USC Medical

. Center with severe infection in her
~gastrointestinal system. On

September 30,.2010, as the
medical staff were managing

Ms. Torres' infection and
monitoring her fetus, her condition
deteriorated, and as such, she had
to undergo an emergency
cesarean section. Ms. Torres
gave birth to her son, N.M., who
suffered a stroke during the birth
process.



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1031344.1

Both Cynthia Torres and N.M. filed
an action for medical malpractice
against the County of Los Angeles
contending that the care provided
by LAC+USC staff was negligent
and contributed to injuries to Ms.
Torres and N.M.'s stroke.

-$145,324

$60,407




Case Name: Torres,Cynthia & N.M #3609

The intent of this form is to assist departments in wﬁting a corrective action plan summary for attachment

to the settlement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the claims/lawsuits’ identified root causes
and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible party). This summary does not replace the
Corrective Action Plan form. |If there is a question related to confxdentlahty please consulf
County Counsel. : .

Date of incident/event.
September 30, 2010

Briefly provide a description . ] ,
of the ihcident/event: On September 29, 2010, Cynthia Torres, a pregnant female, presented

to LAC+USC Medical Center with severe infection in her gastrointestinal
system. On September 30, 2010, as the medical staff were managing
Ms. Torres' infection and monitoring her fetus, her condition
deteriorated, and as such, she had to undergo an emergency cesarean
section. Ms. Torres gave birth to her son, N.M, who suffered a stroke
during the birth process. . .

Both Cynthia Torres and N.M filed an action for medical malpractice
against the County of Los Angeles contending that the care provided by
LAC+USC staff was negligent and contnbuted to injuries to Ms. Torres
and N.M's stroke.

1. Briefly describe the root cause(s) of the claim/lawsuit;

Fetal neurological injury resulting from infection.

2.  Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
(include each corrective action, due date, responsible party, and any disciplinary actions if appropriate)

e A new protocol for contacting, rescheduling, and documenting patients who miss their high risk

: obstetrical appointments was implemented by the facility.

e All other DHS high risk OB departments were determmed to have a comparable process in
place.

+ Education was held with providers regarding commumcatlon between residents, fellows, and
faculty in obstetrical areas.
A DHS-wide program for the identification and management of sepsis was initiated.
Additional physicians were obtained for the performance of complex gastrointestinal
procedures.

¢« A DHS-wide policy was developed for the determination of fetal viability and the expectations
for monitoring a fetus during procedures.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3. Are the corrective actions addressing department-wide system issues?

5 Yes— The corrective aclions address depariment-wide systein Issues.
[0 No-The corectiva actions are only applicable to the affected partles.

Name; (Risk Management Ceordinatar) ) ]

Signature: j " Date: -
Y 2. SR Y
Name: padmentnead)

| ichell L. Vodtz, M.D.

ngnature. ' ‘} % /I/\,\/(/? | / ? D_ate:l ]2[ /{L!

Name: {Risk Managament !nspector Genera!)

(/% (xﬁ;*/w 2D

-

Signature:

B LT B L

PRS-

B LI

Document version: 4.0 (January 2013) Page 2 of 2

e e s

ftrmamm  vre reamur srtetegeayre tn p1 HET

P





